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PRESS RELEASE 

Over 450 public interest groups from across Europe and Canada today urged legislators to vote against 

the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA). They joined forces to defend people and 

planet against the threats posed by the EU-Canada agreement, which still needs to be ratified by the 

European Parliament. Should EU parliamentarians give the trade deal the green light, ratification votes 

in EU member states would follow. 

In an open letter sent to legislators today, the groups express serious concerns about CETA, the 

ratification of which could weaken protections for workers and the environment, and provide foreign 

investors with extreme tools to attack public interest regulations. 

The open letter highlights that : 

 CETA is no progressive trade deal but even more intrusive than the old free trade agenda 

designed by and for the world’s largest multinationals. 

 the deal features many worrying provisions that sideline the needs of people and planet. 

 there must be a paradigm shift towards a transparent and inclusive trade policy. 

Trade unions, farmer associations, environmental and public health groups as well as human rights and 

digital rights organisations from both sides of the Atlantic are among the long list of signatories. Their 

firm rejection of CETA is exemplary for the growing opposition to the controversial agreement, which 

has also been criticised by legal scholars, small and medium-sized businesses, as well as a number of 

economists. 
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Trade campaigner Pia Eberhardt on behalf of signatory Corporate Europe Observatory said : 

“Ratifying CETA would give corporations a carte blanche to push through their interests no matter 

what. CETA contains powerful tools for corporations to bully decision makers and sue for compensation 

if they introduce policies to protect people and the environment that may affect company profits. We 

would essentially see corporations hindering governments from doing the job for which they were 

elected.” 

“In times of catastrophic climate change, rising social inequality and growing anger of those who no 

longer feel represented by politicians, more rights for corporations is the last thing we need.” 

Larry Brown, President of the Canadian National Union of Public and General Employees (NUPGE) 

who also signed the letter, added : 

“We stand with European workers and members of civil society who are mobilizing against this 

corporate-driven trade deal, which will not benefit people. We will continue to fight the deal in Canada. 

We want our political leaders to move away from the failed model of past trade agreements and promote 

trade that benefits people and the environment.” 

The General Secretary of the European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU), Jan Willem 

Goudriaan, another signatory of the letter, commented : 

“Trade unions have provided ample input to the CETA negotiations in order to protect public services 

and strengthen labour rights. But despite last-minute concessions to clarify the possible interpretation of 

the agreement, our concerns are not addressed in the text. CETA has become a deal that is actually 

detrimental to the interests of people. We therefore urge Members of the European Parliament to stand 

up for citizens, public services and our democracy and vote against CETA.” 

Notes to Editors : 

 Read the full open letter to legislators (with links to translations into many languages, including 

French, German, and Spanish). 

 There has been substantial controversy in the European Parliament over the tight timetable of the 

CETA dossier. Coordinators of the lead committee on international trade (INTA) are expected to 

decide on a new schedule today (28 November). It is likely to include an INTA vote in January, 

following which all Members of the European Parliament would have the opportunity to vote on 

CETA in plenary in February. 

 An analysis of the CETA text and its many accompanying declarations shows that concerns over 

the deal’s negative impacts for workers, the environment and democracy are well-founded. 

 Examples illustrating the broad coalition of voices criticising CETA include : 

 a record 3.5 million people from all over Europe who have signed a petition against CETA and its 

twin agreement, the EU-US Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). 
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 over 2,100 local and regional governments who have declared themselves TTIP- and CETA-free 

zones. 

 a statement by 101 law professors from 24 European countries, opposing the far-reaching investor 

rights in CETA and TTIP. 

 an initiative of numerous small and medium-sized enterprises from across Europe calling on 

European governments to reject the CETA agreement. 

 academic and journalistic comments by leading economists highlighting how CETA’s provisions 

for “cutting ‘trade costs and more’ will cause unemployment, inequality and welfare loss” (Kohler 

and Storm 2016), making the trade deal “a treaty which belongs to another age […] and which 

should be rejected” (Piketty 2016). 
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